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1. Name of Property 
name Methodis t  Church 

other nameslsite number 

2. Location 
street number south of  613 for 

city, town 
code code code 

3. Classification 
Property Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
public-local 

Property Category 

district I 
public-State sites 

public-Federal 
site 

structures 
object 
structure 

objects 
1 
 Total 

of related multiple property listing: and Number of contributing resources previously 
Resources of County listed in the National Register 

4. Agency Certification 

As the authority under the National Historic Act of 1966, as amended, hereby certify this 
for determination of meets the standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property meets not meet the Register criteria. continuation sheet. 

Signature of Date 
Resources 

or Federal agency and bureau 

my opinion. the does not National Register See 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, that property 

entered in the National Register. 
continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the National 
Register. See sheet. 

not eligible for the 
National Register. 

other, (explain:) 
from the Register. 

the Keeper Date of 



6. Function or Use .. , . - 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Funclions (enter categories from instructions! 

RELIGION: re l igious s t ruc ture  RELIGION: re l igious s t ruc ture  

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation STONE: limestone 
OTHFR: nave plan walls WCQD: weatherboard 

roof METAL: tin 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Graysontown Methodist Church is si tuated on a ridge with sloping land on three sides,  
i n  a bend of the  L i t t l e  River above the vi l lage of Graysontown. Although it  is located 
on a l o t  i n  the  p la t ted  town of Graysontown, its se t t i ng  appears rural .  From the 
bluff a t  the  rear  (southeast)  of t h e  church is a dramatic view across the  k t t l e  
River t o  the  town of Snowville i n  Pulaski County (Snowville Historic Dis t r ic t ,  nom- 
inated t o  the  National Register i n  1986). 

The frame, weatherboarded, nave-plan church has a projecting vestibule with a cen- 
t r a l ,  transomed double door surmounted by a bracketed shelf .  The vestibule i s  capped 
by a twc-stage tower with bracketed fr iezes .  Alternating courses of s t r a igh t  and 
of fse t  wood shingles are used t o  s i d e  t h e  tower. The pyramidal tower roof has a 
kicked eave, while t h e  s t ruc ture  features  cornerboards with caps and pointed-arch 
windows. A two-story, modern addition has been added t o  t h s  :southeast . A corner- 
stone a t  the  northwest corner bears the da te  July 4, 1895. The i n t e r i o r  has been 
al tered very l i t t l e  i n  t h e  years s ince  the  church was buil t .and features  l a t e  nine- 
teenth-century detai l ing.  

See continuation sheet 



8: Statement of Significance 
Certifying offizial has considered the significance of this property in relatlon to other properties: 

nationally [3 statewide ~ l o c a i l y  

Applicable National Register Criteria A 8 R c  D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A 8 C D E F G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
ARCHITECTURE 1895 1895 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A Brother Cook. bu i lde r  

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The church is  s i g n i f i c a n t  under c r i t e r i o n  C as a n  important e l abora te  example of 
a nave-plan church. There are fcur t een  nave-plan churches from t h e  l a t e  n ineteenth  
century i n  Montgomery County. Graysontown Methodist Church is one of only  a few 
equipped with a tower, and i n  t h i s  f e a t u r e  it r e f l e c t s  t h e  earlier Greek Revival 
Snowville C h r i s t i a n  Church ac ross  t h e  r i v e r .  

The church t r u s t e e s  acquired t h e  l o t ,  w h i c h  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  as l o t  $41 on Second 
S t r e e t ,  from W.R. Hundley i n  May 1895. It is now owned by l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  and operated 
as an in te r -denmina t iona l  church. I t  has always stood more o r  less a lone  on its 
h i l l t o p  site. The a d d i t i o n  is inconspicuously placed t o  t h e  rear of t h e  church 
and does no t  impair  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e s  of form and decora t ive  mater ia l .  

I n  1894, a one-room school  i n  Graysontown w a s  used f o r  worship purposes by a group 
of Methodists. A minister known as Brother Cook was s e n t  t o  se rve  a group of l o c a l  
churches by t h e  Methodist Conierence. The church was b u i l t  by Brother Cook and sane  
of t h e  members of t h e  church soon &ter, using l a r g e l y  donated materials. The f i r s t  
Sunday school ,  t h e  Superintendent of which w a s  Ed Winston, had an  average a t ten-  
dance of about 200, and t h e  chumch grew. A t  least  500 a t tended t h e  f i r s t  serv ice .  
The church w a s  c a l l e d  " t r u l y  a l i g h t  house and s o u l  saving s t a t i o n  f o r  a l l  t h a t  
attended" (Howell). 

A newspaper s t o r y  i n  1977 d e t a i l e d  t h e  church's h i s to ry .  I n  t h e  late 1880s, local 
r e s i d e n t s  began discuss ing t h e  establishment of a church. O f f i c i a l l y  named St . ' John*s  
Methodist Church, t h e  group organized i n  1888 with twenty-four members. The build- 
i n g  w a s  dedicated i n  1896. The church membership, while reaching around 100 a t  times, 
decl ined through t h e  century, and t h e  c h u ~ c h  w a s  c losed by t h e  Methodist Conference 
i n  1976. The m e m b e r s  purchased t h e  bui ld ing from t h e  Methodists and now .use it as a 
nondenaninational church (Shelburne, Anita) .  The group was headed by former Sunday 
S c h w l  Superintendent Raymond Weeks. Weeks and t h e  group leased t h e  bui ld ing t o  a 
r e l i g i o u s  group headed by Lee Simpkins and Max Meredith. 

See continuation sheet 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

Howell, E .  typesc r ip t ,  no date.  
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q See continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
npreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data: 

has been requested M ~ t a t e  historic preselvation office 
npreviously listed in the National Register m o t h e r  State agency 
npreviously determined eligible by the National Register q Federal agency 
ndesignated a National Historic Landmark q Local government 
q recorded by Historic American Buildings University 

Survey # Other 
q recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository: 

Record # vi rq in ia  Department of Historic Res~urces - 
221 Governor S t r e e t  

10. Geographical Data Richmond, ' J i rg in ia  23219 
Acreage of property Less than one acre.  

UTM References 
A 15I3191013t0I 14101918I81610] 

Zone Easting Northing 
B W  - u 

Zone Easting Northing 

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning a t  po in t  A located  20 f e e t  w e s t  and 15 f e e t  south of t h e  southwest corner 
o f . t h e  church, proceeding nor th  137.5 fee t . to :pgint  B, thence east 102.5 f e e t  t o  
point  C, thence south 137.5 f e e t  t o  point  D, thence w e s t  102.5 f e e t  t o  point  oE 
or ig in .  

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries were chosen t o  inc lude t h e  church and yard as defined by apparent 
( v i s u a l )  boundary of churchyard. 

n s e e  continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
nameltitle C i  h m  Uorsham 
organization Gibson Worsham. Archi tec t  date January 1988 
street & number Y ~ l l o w  S u l ~ h u r  Sprinss.  Route 2 . . 

telephone (703) 552-4730 
city or town ~ h r l s t l a n s b u r s  ,tate Virg in ia  zip code 24073 








